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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [5.45 pm]: I will speak very briefly. No-one will be surprised to know 
that it is in response to the contribution from Hon Peter Collier. I wish he had stayed in the chamber because — 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon DAN CADDY: He did say that he is out on urgent parliamentary business. He did say that he was happy to go for 
the jugular and then have a cup of tea with me later. I hope that does happen. That was in his speech the other night. 
I want to say a few things. First off the bat, I was not in any way accusing and would not ever accuse the honourable 
member of being sexist. That was not my intent, so I want to put that on the record. The honourable member spoke 
tonight about the responses from the Premier’s office and I want to reflect on what he said the other night about 
the Premier’s office and the responses he was getting. The issue I have—for new members who have never been 
involved, this is how the process of answering questions works—is that he talked about an answer he got in which 
the Premier said, quite rightly, that the board of Lotterywest is independent. He then referred to a copy of an email 
he had in which the agency had provided an answer and the answer he received in this place was different from 
the answer provided by the agency. 
I urge members not to be taken in by this attempt to conflate these two processes, which have absolutely nothing 
to do with each other. Hon Peter Collier is extremely experienced and he understands perfectly well the process 
I am talking about. When any minister is asked a question they will, generally, get advice from their agency on 
how to answer that question. This is how it works. To be completely clear, the answer provided in the chamber—
Hon Peter Collier said this himself—is to Parliament and from the minister. It is up to the minister to decide how 
he or she chooses to answer that question. I would say that it would be a dereliction of duty of any minister if they 
simply signed off on an answer that arrived from the agency without looking at it. This is not how our system of 
government works. One of the cornerstones of our system of government is ministerial accountability and that is 
one of the very important parts of that. If it were the case that that simply happened, they would not be called 
“parliamentary questions”, they would simply be called “agency questions” and ministers would not be required 
to review them. I take issue with him conflating those two very important but very different processes. 
I will simply finish by saying that I appreciate that the honourable member just said the bashing of Lotterywest 
will not stop. Nor will the defence. 
Hon Nick Goiran: I don’t think he said that. 
Hon DAN CADDY: He did say that. 
Hon Nick Goiran: He said “bashing”? 
Hon DAN CADDY: Yes, he did say that. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Honourable member, you can check the Hansard at a future date 
Hon DAN CADDY: I will finish by saying that neither will defence of this hardworking agency stop. 
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